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L E T T E R  F R O M  O U R  D I R E C T O R  

 
Welcome to the November edition of the 2017-2018 CTE News the Tempe Union 
High School District’s (TUHSD) monthly newsletter highlighting our Career and 
Technical Education (CTE) programs. This year TUHSD has over 9000 students 
currently enrolled in 20 different CTE programs in our district ranging from         
Culinary to Engineering, Automotive Technology to Technical Theatre, and many 
more. 

 
This past month has been very busy for CTE in the district.  Among other things, all 
of our teachers have been busy setting up their Career and Technical Education   
Student Organization (CTSOs).  This year we have over 80 different CTSO setup 
across the district.  These include multiple chapters of DECA, Educator Rising, 
FCCLA, FBLA, HOSA, Skills USA, and Thespians. These organizations allow our 
students an opportunity to learn and practice leadership skills by participating in  
local, regional, and national events that test the knowledge and skills they learn in 
their CTE classes.  Each year we have numerous state and national champions in our 
CTSOs and we expect this year to be the same and possibly for this number to     
increase now that our number of CTSOs has increased and ALL of our programs are 
now participating in at least one CTSO. 

 
This month’s newsletter highlights our CTE Programs at Desert Vista High School. 
Desert Vista High School has seen great success in their CTE programs in the past, 
and as you will see in this month’s featured articles, these successes are ongoing. We 
hope you enjoy the information shared in this newsletter, and look forward to sharing 
more information with you in the future 

 
Dr. Stephaine Frimer 
Director of Career & Technical Education 
Tempe Union High School District 

 

 
 
 
 

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S :  
 
November 1 Mixed Cadre 
 
November 8 CTE PLC 
 
November 14 BOSA Cadre 
 
November 22 CTE PLC 
 
November 23 Thanksgiving 
 
November 24 No School 
 
December 5 BMAS Cadre 
 
December 13 Digital Communi-
cations Advisory Committee 
Meeting (MHS) 
 
December 13 Technical Theatre 
Advisory Committee Meeting 
(MHS) 
 
December 21 End of Quarter 2 

CTE NEWS 
TUHSD CAREER AND TECHNICAL EDUCATION 

MONTHLY UPDATE 



Fun Fact:  Desert Vista High School is 
ranked #2559 in the  US News Best 
High Schools national rankings  and 
earned a silver medal.  Desert Vista’s 
ranking is a result of performance on 
state testing and preparing students 
for college. 

SOFTWARE DEVELOPMENT 
STUDENTS CELEBRATE 

CYBER SECURITY MONTH 
 
 

Kevin Willis, Software Development 
 

October was National Cyber  
Security Awareness Month.  
This annual campaign was  
designed to engage and educate 
public and private sector     

partners through events and initiatives to raise 
awareness about the importance of cyber       
security, provide them with tools and resources  
needed to stay safe online, and increase the  
resiliency of the Nation in the event of a cyber 
incident.  
 
During this month, guest speaker, Lonnie     
Benavides presented on the topic of cyber     
security to Desert Vista Software Development 
Program students during their Computer      
Programming classes to recognize National 
Cyber Security Awareness Month. 

 
 

Focus on CTE Leadership 
At Desert Vista 

 

 
 
Dabney Leinberger, 
CTE Department Chair 
 

Dabney Leinberger has been 
teaching for twelve years. She 
has been in the CTE Department 
at Desert Vista for eleven years 
teaching Business Management 
and Business Operations   
courses.  She has also taught at 
Corona Del Sol for one year.    
Dabney attended Arizona State 
University where she earned her 
Bachelors degree in Business 
Management with an emphasis 
in Human   Relations.  Dabney  
has also earned a Masters of 
Secondary Education from the 
University of Phoenix.    Dabney 
is proud to be a member of the 
DVH Thunder teaching and CTE 
staff.  She enjoys the great     
student population and helping 
her BMAS and BOSA students 
to achieve their goals.  She also 
says that the staff at DVH is so        
professional and have students’ 
needs at the center of their          
f ocus.  Dabney explains that 
teaching is a rewarding          
profession.  She  loves  watching 
students as they “get it”.   
 
 
 
 
Jeremy Williams, 
Bioscience Program Lead 
 

Jeremy Williams has sixteen 
years of teaching experience, and 
has worked at Desert Vista High 
School all these past years.     
Before entering the field of  
teaching, he worked at Mesa 
Community   College.  Jeremy is 
a graduate from Northern       
Arizona University where he 
earned both his Bachelor’s and 
Master’s degrees.  He enjoys 
working at  Desert Vista, because 
of the team and family             
atmosphere.  Jeremy’s greatest 
joy in teaching Biotechnology is 
creating opportunities for his 
students interested in pursuing 
careers in the area of bioscience. 

 
 

 

ANIMATION STUDENTS EXPLORE OPPORTUNITIES  
IN HIGHER EDUCATION AT GCU 

 

Nikki Rogers, Animation 
 

In September, the Desert Vista SkillsUSA         
Animation group took a trip to Grand Canyon 
University on.  The field experience incorporated 
an informative tour of various programs offered 
for study and the amenities of college life such as 
dorms and campus restaurants.  Some of the   
programs the students were exposed to include 
Animation, Graphic Design, Engineering, and 
Medicine.  Ms. Rogers explains, “It is never too 
early to consider higher education options, and 
the staff at GCU were welcoming and gave the 
students a great perspective of what to expect as 
they prepare for college. 

DV ENGINEERING STUDENTS RACE THE SUN 
 

            Dan Zavaleta, Engineering 
 

This fall, Engineering students at Desert Vista        
participate in the University of Arizona Tech Parks 
Racing the Sun Solar Car Program.  Also, on            
September 22, these students were awarded a         
Diamondbacks School Challenge $2,500 STEM Grant.  
The grant award was made possible through the     
generosity of The Arizona Diamondbacks and Chase 
Bank.  The donation will help support the costs      
associated with building, maintaining, and racing the 
DVH Thunder Racers solar cars this year. 
 

 
The students and Engineering teacher Dan Zavaleta 
had a wonderful time attending a baseball game  and 

participating in the Dbacks and Chase Bank STEM Night activities to recognize the        
fantastic  abilities of  students engaged with Technological and STEM fields. Mr. Zavaleta 
graciously accepted the grant award on the field during the game on September 22.  Mr. 
Zavaleta feels that this is a great opportunity for students to learn more about these types 
of fields and encourage them into pursuing careers in STEM. 

Home of the Thunder 



DESERT VISTA BUSINESS OPERATIONS,  
BUSINESS  MANAGEMENT,  AND MARKETING  

STUDENTS FUEL THEIR FUTURES  
 

Dabney Leinberger, BMAS, BOSA, and Marketing 

Are you ready for this?  Business Education at DV has changed this past year.  We 
now have 4 programs to offer students with 7 teachers who are Highly Qualified 
for those programs.  They are Accounting, Business Management, Business    
Operations, and Professional Sales and Marketing.  Each program has at least a 
first and second year course.  When both courses are completed, students will 
earn a certificate of completion from the district.  Students also have the          
opportunity to take a state standardized test to earn a certificate from the State of 
AZ for completion in the program.  Additionally students can take industry     
certifications in various Microsoft Office Programs to earn Office Specialist     
Certification.  These program completion certifications not only help the students 
learn valuable work related skills but also look great on student resumes and  
college and scholarship applications.    

 
We are fueling our students’ futures through FBLA and DECA.  
Future Business Leaders of America is back at DV for the 2017-18 
school year with over 50 registered members.  We have a great 
bunch of students who are excited about earning money this year 

for the March of Dimes and competing at the Spring Regional and State 
events.  Our officers are also attending the fall FLEX Conference on Nov. 
2nd .  Officers for this year include:  Co-Presidents - Macos Manzano and Maya 
Dervisevic, Secretary - JiaYin Leong, Treasurer - Seth Bell, Historian - Madeline 
Zallar, Public Relations - Cynthia Pena, Service Chair - Scotlyn Cramer, and  
Competition Chair - Michael O’Brien.  DECA is continuing as a another strong  
career and technical organization  for Business and Marketing students as well. 
 
Market Day = real life work experience.  Over 208 students making up 50 + 
groups will be selling their wares on Tuesday, Dec. 12th in the courtyard at DV 
during both lunches. Some of this fall's offerings will include things such as Pop 
Sockets, sunglasses, lanyards, hats, shirts, stickers, candles, bracelets, cell phone 
cases and accessories such as portable chargers.  During the semester students 
develop a Business Plan, create a marketing sales  
promo (similar to that seen on “Shark Tank”) and 
present their products for approval before the big 
event.  
 

MARKETING AND MANAGEMENT INTERNSHIP  

STUDENTS EARN WHILE THEY LEARN 

Stacey Foster, BMAS  

Desert Vista has over 100 students participating in the Advanced Business Marketing 
and Management work programs.  Many of these student interns are taking advantage 
of the dual enrollment opportunity within the program with our college partner Rio 
Salado Community College.  Balancing school, work, and extracurricular activities 
such as student council, band, football, hockey, swim and dive is a challenge these 
students welcome and overcome as they develop excellent time management skills 
through this program.  Student interns are employed in a variety of businesses.  Some 
of the positions include office administrative assistant, retail sales associate, and   
hospitality customer service. 

     HOSA Students Have Heart 
 

 
 
 

Jeremy Williams, Bioscience 
 

DVH Biotechnology students who are 
members of HOSA, the leadership               
organization for Bioscience, organized 
a   community service project to collect 
donations of school supplies for the 
Phoenix Children’s Hospital.  HOSA 
members donated 2,395 items to help 
support the needs of children who are 
confronting the various challenges of  
an illness and hospitalization while 
trying to stay abreast of their school 
work 

Desert Vista Students  
Explore Newsworthy  

Opportunities for Careers in 
Digital Communications  

 
 

Michelle Coro,  
Digital Communications 

 

Congratulations’ to the adviser, staff, 
and students on the Desert Vista 
Storm  Yearbook and DVTV.  Student 
work entered into the Arizona               
Interscholastic Press Association’s 
2017 fall contests brought back several 
awards that they can be proud of    
including, a second-place award in 
General Excellence for the yearbook 
titled, Naturally.  “It’s awesome to see 
our book recognized as one of the best 
in the state,” said senior Maya Coro.  
“our staff works really hard to put out 
good work.  Knowing the professionals 
and  experienced people who judge the 
categories recognize what we do is 
really nice.” 
 

The staff, led by DVHS Media adviser 
Michelle Coro, were also given the 
Superior awards for a sports spread 
titled, Diamond in the Rough, Club 
spread, Thunder Buddies are the Best 
Buddies, and for theme development 
across the publication.  The groups 
also earned several Excellent Awards 
and an honorable mention.  Tatum 
Sailors said, “Going to these events 
and competitions are great, and I can’t 
wait to go to more in the future.” 



“Education is the most powerful weapon which you can use to change the world.”  ~ 
Nelson Mandela 

SPOTLIGHT ON SUCCESS 
 

CTE Industry Meet & Greet Reception 
September 27, 2017 

This year’s CTE Industry Meet & Greet was very successful.   
Representatives from 5 colleges and 27 businesses  participated in  the 
event, and 65  TUHSD staff, teachers, and administrators attended.    
Teachers walked away with great industry connections to enhance the  
classroom experiences and curriculum for their CTE students.  Thank you  
to everyone who joined us  during the reception.  We are looking forward to 
next year. 

 

 

 

Career and Technical 
Education 

 

Tempe Union High School District 
500 West Guadalupe Road 

Tempe, AZ 85283 
Phone: 480-839-0292 

 

From the CTE Department... 

Career and Technical Education Staff: 

Stephaine Frimer 
Director of Career and  
Technical Education 
sfrimer@tuhsd.k12.az.us  
 
 

Julie Bisby 
Administrative Assistant 
jbisby@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 
 

Joy Williams 
CTE Support (DO) 
joywilliams@tuhsd.k12.az.us 

 
 

Michelle Crary 
CTE Assessment and  
Accountability  
mcrary@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 
 
 
 

Shauna Demers 
CTE Curriculum and  
Professional Development 
sdemers@tuhsd.k12.az.us 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

 
Career and Technical Education 

Student Recognition Night 
 

Monday, April 30, 2017 

6:30-8:00 PM 
 

Corona Del Sol 

Auditorium 

 

~ Celebrate Success ~ 

 

MIDDLE  SCHOOL OUTREACH 
PROGRAM 

 

Each month teachers and students who 
are representing our CTE programs 
across the district will be visiting our 
feeder schools to present information 
about careers to 8th grade students.  The 
middle school students will also learn 
more about these career opportunities in 
high school and prepare to be college and 
career ready for the future.  The featured 
programs for November are Accounting, 
BMAS, BOSA, Software Development 
and Construction. 

 
 
 
 

CTE Cookie Competition 
 

During the CTE Industry Meet  & Greet, Culinary 
students from 5 TUHSD schools participated in a 
district cookie competition.  Students needed to    
create an original cookie recipe and bring  the cookies 
they made to the event for everyone to sample.  The 
students from all site did an amazing job.  The    
cookies were delicious.  Selecting a winner was very 
difficult. In the end, there was a tie between two 
schools for 2017 CTE Cookie Competition champion.  
The winners were Tempe High and Mountain Pointe.  
Congratulations to Culinary teachers Annie Oechsler 
and Deb Abley and to your outstanding student chefs. 


